
In light of the death of George Floyd, Pastor Tim Bollinger shares these words:

“This last week, we all watched in shock and horror as our nation was once again turned upside down. Anoth-
er fellow human being, created in the image of God, lost his life senselessly. Yes, he was an African American. 
Yes, he was murdered by a white police officer. Yes, he was God’s child and professed faith in Jesus Christ. 
His name is George Floyd.

Let’s be honest, we struggle to find the words to describe our anger and our confusion, including me. We 
wonder if anything is ever going to change. Will we ever learn from the past?

We’ve asked ourselves repeatedly, what should be our response? What is God calling us to do?

Two years ago, we did a series of messages titled “Value Everyone.” For 12 weeks straight we turned to scrip-
ture first, and then we took a hard look into our own lives to expose our prejudices and our racism toward 
others. We brought in guest speakers. We asked God to convict us and to cleanse us. We said we would work 
to become a church that values every[one], no matter what. It was an important time for our church, but it 
wasn’t enough. We can do better. We can do more.

I know I’m a white middle class male, pastoring a church in a community where the majority is white trying to 
figure out how to love, to respect, to understand, to include, and to sympathize with our African American 
brothers and sisters.

We want you to know, we see you. We hear you. We grieve with you. We value you. We recognize we need to 
do far more than preach a message or bring in a guest speaker to address what has plagued the human heart 
for far too long.

We are praying and crying, and acknowledge we have a long way to go. Help us to speak the truth into our 
lives and open our ears & eyes much wider than we ever have before.

At one time the church was at the forefront for civil rights, and we need to figure out how we can raise our 
voices, our hearts, and our influence to once again stand for those who don’t have a voice and continue to be 
devalued by our society.

God help us as we seek mercy and justice and love and peace. Help us to be your church, your children, and 
to really understand we must not sit by and do nothing. We can and we will value every[one], not just with 
words, but with so much more. This isn’t over. This isn’t an empty promise. We are just beginning. God help 
us.”
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