dig deeper questions
Each week’s ‘Dig Deeper Questions’ will be added on Monday by Noon.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
IN OVERWHELMING SOLITUDE | DANIEL CHAPTER 3
When we believe in something, we stand up and fight. This last year has proved that. In this week’s message, we
saw how three young men stood alone as they defied their king. They knew that God was on their side and their
defiance could result in as death sentence, or would it?
1. What motivated King Nebuchadnezzar to build the golden image?
2. What motivated Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to refrain from worshipping the image?
3. What motivated the sorcerers and enchanters to report the defiance of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
to the king?
4. Have you ever felt pressured to compromise your faith in order to be accepted with family, at work or in
your community? If you can, give an example.
5. Pastor Tim mentioned demonic voices that try to influence us, to control us and to get us to bow down.
Where do you see this happening in our world today?
6. What impresses you about King Nebuchadnezzar asking Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego if the
allegations against them were true (vs. 14)?
7. Have you ever felt isolated because of your faith and convictions? If you can, give an example.
8. The king offered Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego a change to worship the image, however they boldly
confessed they would not serve his gods or worship the image. What impresses you most about their response?
9. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego made no excuse for their stand. What excuses could they have made
to comply and worship the image?
10. What evidence to you see that King Nebuchadnezzar’s response (vs. 13-15 and 19-23) was in conflict with
God rather than the three friends? Where do you see this kind of conflict in our world today?
11. How do you see King Nebuchadnezzar’s attitude change in this chapter in regard to himself, his gods, the
three friends, and God?
12. How should we respond to commands or mandates imposed on us by those in authority, while remaining
obedient to God? List some examples we face in our world today.

13. What attributes of God are evident in chapter 3?
14. What lessons about the risks and rewards of obedience are most significant to you personally?

Week’s Challenge: Pastor Tim said, “People who don’t know the one true God worship other
people.” Pray that God will reveal any idols in your life that interfere with your relationship
with God and allow you to influence every[one] you meet as you stand strong on your faith
and convictions.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
IN REAL COMMUNITY | DANIEL CHAPTER 2
King Nebuchadnezzar had a terrifying dream that demanded his wise men; magicians, enchanters, sorcerers
and astrologers interpret it for him or face certain death. The king also considered Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah to be included with the wise men. Daniel and his friends stood strong trusting God to intervene.
1. How did King Nebuchadnezzar react to the response of the wise men?
2. What does this say about the character of the King?
3. How did Daniel react to the King’s anger and command that the wise men be destroyed? What steps did
Daniel take (vs. 12 - 16)?
4. What does this say about the character of Daniel?
5. What do you learn from Daniel going to his three friends telling them about the crisis at hand?
6. Daniel sought his friends, his faith community, to pray and seek God’s mercy concerning the dream and to
spare the lives of all the wise men. Who in your life do you call your prayer warriors?
7. Are you facing anything that seems impossible to solve, where prayer could bring God’s wisdom?
8. What do verses 20 - 23 tell you about how we should respond to answered prayer?
9. List attributes of God that Daniel praised in his prayer.
Define dreams and visions.
Pastor Tim directed us to Joel 2:28 and Acts 2:17. He challenged us to pray for young men to have visions
and old men to dream dreams. What kinds of blessings might we receive as we live out our mission statement; we exist to impact the world with the love of Jesus?
10. We all have times when we feel like we at the mercy of people and circumstances around us. How should
these four truths affect your view of the people and circumstances in your life?
• There is a King that is above every king.
• There is a King who holds the universe in His hand.
• There is a King who will ultimately crush the powers that oppose Him.
• There is a King who will save His people and rule over them forever.
11. How does this story connect with our lives today? What is God’s word to you from Daniel chapter 2?

Week’s Challenge:
For a young man, Daniel showed spiritual maturity; wisdom in response to the crisis, prayer in
response to a problem, and praise in response to God’s work in his life.
What areas of your life will you follow Daniel’s example?

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
IN TRUE IDENTITY | DANIEL CHAPTER 1
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon besieged Jerusalem taking the temple instruments and placing them with his
gods. He then commanded the royals, nobles and youth of exceptional looks and wisdom to be brought to Babylon. Daniel and his friends were probably only twelve to fourteen years of age. In Babylon they were placed
into a 3-year training program where they would be indoctrinated into the Babylonian culture.
1. Is there a story behind your given name?
If you were going to change your name to identify yourself what would it be?
2. The name Daniel in Hebrew means, “God is my judge”. How do you think Daniel lived up to his name?
3. Daniel showed unwavering faith as a young man. What things are you doing to help your child(ren) grow in
their faith? If you are a grandparent what might you be doing to help your grandchildren grow in faith?
4. What steps did Daniel and his friends take to provide an alternative to the king’s plan for the exiles?
5. Where do you see God’s presence and provision for Daniel in chapter 1?
6. What challenges do you think Daniel and his friends faced with the other exiles who chose to follow the king’s
plan?
7. What challenges do you face today in our society to maintain your identity as a follower of Jesus Christ?
8. How can you be like Daniel when facing conflict between your convictions and what the world demands of
you?
9. Pastor Tim pointed out four things about Daniel and his friends being in Babylon:
• Prisoner of war.
• Living in a foreign land far from home.
• Serving under a king and his gods.
• Given a new pagan name.
How might you have responded to this as a teenager?
10. Question from Pastor Tim: ‘Where has your life been polluted by your enemies: Satan, the world, or your
own sinful heart?’
11. As a member of Shepherd’s Gate Church how does your everyday life identify with our mission and values?

Week’s Challenge: Memorize James 1:27

